                                Mesa Community Service District 
Board Meeting Minutes 
 Thursday September, 2025
Hosted by Nate Gratz
356 Aliso Circle
CALL TO ORDER:   6:15PM

August 21, 2025 Board Meeting was canceled due to Board Members Scheduling Conflicts.
 
PRESENT:  Nate Gratz, Connie Morrison, Thomas Hutchings, Ashley Helms, Karen Cudney

ABSENT:  None

PUBLIC COMMENT/ GUESTS:  Gina Carlson (Fire Wise)


 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
A motion was made to approve the Minutes for the Meeting held on July 24, 2025.  Motion to approve was made by Connie, with a Second by Nate. Minutes were approved by all.


 FINANCIALS/BUDGET:
$36,466.72 is in the account as of September 10, 2025.   $57.31 is in Petty Cash as of September 10, 2025.  

A motion was made and approved to pay Steamline for the MCSD Website for a total of $636.00.  Motion to approve was made by Thomas, with a second by Nate.  Motion was approved by all.




 FIREWISE COMMITTE:
On September 28th the community is invited to participate in a Wildfire Preparedness Clean-Up of the MCSD” s lot located at Avienda Del Monte and Arboles Drive.  Participants should arrive at 8:30 AM. 



OLD BUSINESS:
EMERGENCY ROAD: 
 Jeff Francis would like the agreement to state he will not be held liable for the use of the roadway in an emergency. 
Emergency Egress Road:
County Counsel reviewed the question of liability and provided this summary:  There is not a mechanism for the property owner to be protected from liability through an agreement with another party unless that other party (whether the CSD or otherwise) agreed to defend and indemnify them for any liability. This would shift the liability to the other party (i.e., the CSD).  By allowing people to pass over his property (whether through an easement or public right-of-way) there is a theoretical increase in liability exposure.  That is simply because people will be using the route and could get injured while doing so.  It is best to keep the use as low as possible.  Marking it as “emergency access only”, putting up a gate, etc. helps limit exposure.

 NEW BUSINESS:
Fire Protection:
On August 7, 2025 Ashley attended the Bishop Rural Fire Protection District Board meeting a summary of the meeting is as follows:
There are two options for the BRFPD to officially provide services to the outlying communities – annexation or an Out of Area Service Agreement
Annexation requires a Municipal Service Review – a study to determine the adequacy of the services currently provided.  Annexation of outlying areas wouldn’t increase BRFPD funding unless they pass a supplemental parcel assessment.
Out of Area Service Agreement is likely a better option, the outlying community would agree to pay a set amount per year.
This could be done through the MCSD, but wouldn’t necessarily have to be.
MCSD could pursue a parcel assessment to cover the agreement.
Some sort of fire water would be needed in the neighborhood.  The BRFPD/Bishop Fire Department would not provide assistance with the water requirement (either funding or operation/maintenance).
 




ADJOURNMENT:  7:30PM


NEXT MEETING:   Thursday October 16, 2025



